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Ride with Felix the Cabbie: Only four bits and one bite
From time to time I've

written about the perils of riding
cabs in Chicago. Especially
when there is a failure to
communicate between foreign
cab drivers and their passen-
gers.

These language failures have
led to confusing journeys,
brawls, bloody noses and black
eyes, arrests, and law suits.

One of the strangest of these
mishaps will soon be coming to
trial in a Chicago courtroom and
a jury will have to decide who
was right and wrong. It ought to
be an interesting trial.

THE PASSENGER in this
case was Phil Thompson, then a
bartender at a downtown restau-
rant, now in the private security
business.

Thompson had been on a
Sunday outing to Milwaukee
with his fellow employees and
had returned with them by train
to Chicago.

There were no cabs i? the
station, so Thompson and his
date walked a few blocks and
finally found one.

It was driven by a young man
named Felix, a Nigerian.

Thompson gave Felix his
girlfriend's address on LaSalle
Street. But as they drove away,
he spotted a couple of fellow
employees and told Felix to
stop.

THIS CAUSED him to change
the address of their destination
so that they could drop the
friends off at their home first.

And this led to some irritation
on the part of Felix.

"I had to tell him how to get
there. He didn't even know
where the street was. And he
acted like I was changing the
destiny of his whole life.

"OK, so we finally get to their
building and dropped them off.
Then we get back in, and I
suggested to my date that
instead of going to her place, we
stop at this favorite piano bar of
mine.

"She said that was OK, and I
told the driver where to go.

"Now he really gets mad. He
says, no, he won't take me
anywhere but to her address.

Mike Royko
"I TOLD HIM: 'Hey, I'm

paying for the ride, so you take
me anyplace I tell you.'

"Well, I don't know what it
was with him, but he gets
madder and madder. He's yell-
ing: 'No, no, no, I only go LaSalle
Street, only LaSalle Street.' And
I'm telling him that we want to
go to this other address.

"The next thing I know, he
stomps down on the gas and we
take off like a rocket.

"I mean, he's going 60 miles
an hour. And he's running red
lights, one after another.

"I thought we were going to
get killed. My date is screaming

and I'm yelling.
"The cops spotted him. It's

hard to overlook a cab doing 60
miles an hour and running red
lights. And there are two squad
cars chasing us with their Mars
lights going. And then an
unmarked squad got into it.

"I COULD tell that he was
going to her address, but I didn't
think we'd make it at that speed.
I figured we'd get racked up at
an intersection for sure. I was
trying to think fast of something
to do.

"I'm thinking of whacking
him in the head and knocking

Keystone names Teacher of the Year

him out. But then we're dead,
because we're going so fast.

So I decided that the best
thing for me to do is put a
strangle hold on him. That way,
he won't lose control of the
wheel, but I might get him to
slow down or stop

"SO I STARTED to reach for
his throat. My right hand was
about where his ear was when he
saw me coming.

"And he just turned and —
snap — he bit my finger off.

"Yeah, he bit off a big piece
of the little finger "»» my right
hand.

"Then the cops caught up
with us and forced him over.

"What a mess. Blood's com-
ing out of my finger. Or what
was left of it.

"And he's fighting with the
cops. And my date is hysterical.
Nothing like that had ever
happened to her before.

"AND A cop is telling me that
I got to go to the police station to
fill out a complaint.

"I said: 'Complaint? Never
mind the complaint. Find my

finger.' You know, if they find a
finger fast enough the doctors
can sew it back on.

"So we search the cab. Every
square inch of it. No finger. And
we search outside. Everywhere,
all around the cab, under the
cab. No finger.

"That meant only one thing.
He ate my finger."

Thompson later sued Felix
the Nigerian and the cab compa-
ny for damages and the case has
finally worked itself to the top of
the legal heap.

"The cab company has offer-
ed me a settlement," he says,
"but I've turned them down. I
want more than a settlement."

WHAT DO you want?
"Well, for one thing, I don't

want people like him driving
cabs. And I think he's still out
there.

"And I want a change in the
cab driver, rules."

What kind of change?
"There ought to be something

in the rules that prohibits
drivers from eating their pas-
sengers."

LAGRANGE - K a r e n
Sprague, business and computer
teacher at Keystone High
School, has been named 1983-84
Teacher of the Year for the
Keystone schools.

Ms. Sprague's major accom-
plishment during the school year
was a new computer program at
KHS.

The Teacher of the Year

selection was a culmination of
the Teacher of the Month
program held in conjunction
with "Ohio's Year of Education-
al Excellence for All."

Selected teachers received a
$25 gift certificate for dinner at
the Unicorn Restaurant in Graf-
ton or a' $25 gift certificate at
the LaGrange IGA.

Local merchants and busi-

Lorain to discuss
Vets' park repairs

nesses contributed to finance the
program. The Keystone PTA co-
sponsored it.
said Edward Bernetich, Key-
stone schools' curriculum direc-
tor and coordinator of the
program.

"We have many excellent
teachers. They do their work
with little recognition or fan-
fare. They cope with the daily
stress and frustration of the
classroom. Usually their true
rewards are the intangible ones.
Our Teacher of the Month
program has allowed us to
recognize some of our fine
teachers," he said.

Sheffield delays plan
to expand fire dept.

KAREN SPRAGUE

By JULIE THORNTON
C-T Staff Writer

LORAIN - A parks and
recreation subcommittee will
meet tonight to discuss how
$170,000 will be spent for the
completion of phase one at
Veterans Memorial Park.

A total of $105,000 from 1982
and 1983 federal block grant
funds is available, plus $65,000
from federal jobs bill money for
the $500,000 project, which is
half completed, according to
Sanford Prudoff, community
development director.

About $65,000 has already
been spent on the project.

PRUDOFF ADDED that the
filing of federal grants for
$150,000 in matching funds
would finance the remaining
construction.

The parks and recreation

LaGrange sale
to net cancer funds

LAGRANGE — A three-day
Flea Market, to raise funds for
the American Cancer Society,
Lorain Countj Unit, will be held
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at
Lion's Park.

Conducted annually by LeRoy
Dewey, chairman, the market
will run 9 a.m.-6 p.m.. and
hundreds of items will be for
sale.

These include new and used
furniture, flats of flowers and
vegetables, household items,
new and used tools, appliances, a
large collection of milk glass,
new and used clothes, carpeting,
rugs, sports equipment, lawn
mowers, new toys and games,
gift certificates and other items.

The food stand will be open at
10 a.m. on each of the three days
until closing time, with sand-
wiches, cold drinks, coffee and
baked goods available.

committee Monday night
approved seeking the grant,
which could be awarded by next
spring, according to Prudoff.

"This would hopefully permit
a second stage and a completed
stage," he added.

The subcommittee will meet
to decide what aspects of the
park should be completed to
make the site usable.

City Council members are
angered by the amount of time'it
has taken to rehabilitate the
park, and also are discouraged
with the Lorain Veterans Coun-
cil for Civic Improvements,
which originally said it would
help finance construction.

But according to Safety
Director Anthony Murello, also
a member of the veterans group,
the council believed the city had
the necessary funds for the
completion.

"We were led to believe by
Frank Mason (former Communi-
ty Development director) that
we had all the money," Murello
said.

HE SAID that the veterans
were told this during a public
meeting in March 1983, adding
that the meeting's minutes can-
not be found.

Murello said the park's condi-
tion should be blamed not only
on the veterans, but also on the
former City Council and Mason.

Possible suggestions for the
completion of the first phase
could include finishing all the
underground work, installing the
water pit and laying concrete.

The rest would be completed
as funds became available.

Council members would like
to see sidewalks installed with
the first phase.

A spokesman from Clark and
Post Architects, the contractor
working on the park's recon-
struction, said sidewalks would
get torn up during the additional
construction.

Vermilion sues to raze
building as a nuisance

THE BEST WAY to
CLEAN the OUTSIDE

of YOUR HOME

ELYRIA — In an effort to get
the building demolished, the city
of Vermilion filed a complaint
Monday against the owners of a
vacant commercial property it
contends is a public nuisance.

The complaint, filed in Lorain
County Common Pleas Court,
contends the owners of the
property, Edge water Properties,
3000 Liberty Ave., Vermilion,
own a commercial-type building
located between two multi-fami-
ly dwellings at 310 Helen Drive.
Joseph and Joanne Molesky, of
Birmingham, Ohio, are also
named in the complaint as the
former owners of the property.

The building on the property
has become dilapidated and

Grafton Cable
moving into
LaGrange Twp.

LAGRANGE - Graf ton
Cable TV has announced plans to
offer service to part of
LaGrange Township by this fall.

Areas include Route 303 west
to Whitehead Road, north and
south of Route 303 on Whitehead
Road, north on Diagonal to
Kipton-Nickle Plate and on
Whitney Road from Route 301 to
Whitehead Road.

According to an outline given
by a Grafton Cable representa-
tive at the LaGrange Township
Trustees' meeting Monday night,
expansion of channels is also
anticipated. Presently, 233
homes are being serviced and
there is 26 miles of cable.

IN OTHER action, the trust-
ees:

— SET the public hearing on
the proposed 1985 budget for
July 9 at 8:30 p.m. at the
township hall.

- WILL OPEN bids for road
work on July 9 at 8:30 p.m.

deteriorated because of "natu-
re—lack of repair...and old age,"
the complaint contends.

It presents a danger to the
residents living in nearby struc-
tures because the walls have
buckled, according to the city.

The city is asking the court to
order the building razed and
demolished. The case was
assigned Judge Joseph Ciriglia-
no.

Police/fire log

By KATHY WILHELM
C-T Staff Writer

SHEFFIELD VILLAGE -
Plans to expand one of two
village fire stations for the
police department apparently
have been shelved because the
village has no money for the
project.

Eventually, council plans to
hire an architect to draw up
plans for the proposed addition
to the fire house on Colorado
Ayenuc and East River Road but
council has taken no action on
the hiring.

Monday night, councilman
Howard* Bliss, who has often
spoken in favor of a new village
hall, said he plans to "leave it up
to the mayor and council
because right now there's not
enough money in the budget to
complete the building."

He focused concern on wheth-
er the resurfacing of East River
Road would take place.

THE 30-by-50-foot addition
was suggested two years ago
with a bid estimate of $54,000.
The addition would house the
present overcrowded police
department.

Mayor Len Pando favors the
30-by-50-foot addition. He has
been opposed to the Bliss follow-

ers plans for a new building.
That new building would have

j provided police facilities and a
new council chamber, offices
and parking facilities. The price
range jumped into the $100,000
figure. But consideration of a
new building came to a halt
when a new fire truck had to be
purchased.

Councilman Elmer Scott sug-
gested remodeling the present
village hall on Detroit Road with
addition of one more restroom
and the addition on Colorado
Avenue and East River Road be
completed by the same builder.

"IT MIGHT be a lot cheaper
if the same man that does the
addition remodels the village
hall. The village hall doesn't
present a very good image when
bringing new people into the
community," said Scott. ,

Mayor Pando had "no com-
ment" to Scott's suggestion.

Monday night, Mayor Pando
said the East River Road resur-
facing of about three miles
"might have to wait until next
year."

The last resurfacing of the
road from Detroit to Colorado
Avenue was about 10 years ago.
The expected cost of $62,000 ran
over in bids to $82,000.

June Z5
7 09 a m - Purse reported stolen from 331
Ohio St.

9 04 a m — Wallet reported ^olcn from
504 K Broad St

9 30 a m — Bike reported stolen from 705
Cornell Avc.

9 40 a m - PUR.C reported stolen Irom
251 Ohio St

1245 pm - Arrested Windell B Chafm,
41, 110 Floral Court, for two counts of grand
theft by misuse of credit cards at Scars.
Midway Mall

1 27 p m — Lockout at Condor Arms
Apartments, 1963 Fowl Road

327 pm — Man, 80, found dead at 129
Hawthorne St, apparently of natural causes

4 5 5 p m — Television cable knocked
down by truck at 5!5 Carfield Avc.

11-26 pm - Tool thefts reported from
two apartments at SOI East Avc.

11.53 pm — Report of six-inch hole in
plate glass window at Drug Mart, North Abbe
Road Explosives suspected

No bond granted
marijuana suspect

CINCINNATI - No bond was
granted Monday for a former
Milan man, who is being held in
the Middletown City Jail in
connection with an $80 million
marijuana distribution ring.

David J. Miller and his wife,
Mary Lee, appeared before U.S.
District Court Judge Carl B.
Rubin at a bond hearing Mon-
day. Mrs. Miller's bond was set
at $500,000,20 percent cash.

The Millers were arrested
last week in the Netherlands.
They fled the country after
federal drug indictments were
handed down two years ago.

They are being held in Mid-
dletown City Jail.

S. Amherst residents
to discuss school merger

SOUTH AMHERST - A
meeting for South Amherst citi-
zens opposed to the proposed
consolidation of the South
Amherst and Firelands school
districts will be held Wednesday,
7 p.m., at the South Amherst
American Legion Hall.

Diane Gremba, one of the
organizers of the meeting, said
only citizens opposed to the
consolidation are invited. She
said that the meeting isn't
sponsored by any South Amherst
organization.

The South Amherst Education

Information Committee, which
is canvassing community opin-
ion on the proposed consolida-
tion, will meet tonight at 7:30 in
a closed work session.

The committee has boxes to
collect questions for use on a
community survey. They are
located at: Riddles Odds-N-
Ends, Hazel Harwath's Variety
Store, Farmer Boy Food Mar-
ket, Johnnie's Lounge, Oberlin
Savings Bank, and the conces-
sion stand at the Athletic com-
plex.

Amherst gets long list
of streets needing repair
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Amherst firemen given
pension 'breathing spell'

AMHERST - Law Director
Thomas Sanborn told City Coun-
cil he has negotiated a plan with
the state pension board which
will allow 13 Amherst firemen
to remain in the pension plan
until Dec. 31,1984.

The state had informed the
city a few weeks ago that
volunteer firemen are no longer
eligible for the pension plan.

He said it will be up to the
firemen to decide what course to
follow next.

According to Sanborn, they
have three alternatives. They
could enter the PERS plan,
which covers other city employ-
ees; set up a private pension
plan; or fight their termination
from the state pension fund in
court. *,

"I've advised them court
action will be a private matter
rather than a city matter," said
Sanborn.

City Auditor Marilyn Jacob-
cik asked, "What happens to the
$100,000 of city funds which had
been paid into it?"

SANBORN SAID the state
pension board must determine
what to do with it. He added that
people receiving benefits will
continue to receive them.

According to Mayor John
Jaworski, the monthly benefit is
$35.

Sanborn added it is impera-
tive the affected firemen deter-
mine a course of action before
Dec. 31 so they will .be under
another plan on Jan. 1'

AMHERST - A list of the 47
city streets most in need of
repair was given to Council
Monday night by Safety Service
Director Joe Kohart.

The list compiled by Street
Department Foreman Elmer
Bado included 47 streets and
portions of streets which Bado
considers the worst in town. He
named 17 in Ward 1, six in Ward
2, eight in Ward 3 and 16 in
Ward 4.

Bado recommended recon-
struction of the main thorough-
fares into the city be given top
priority.

HE ALSO suggested a yearly
resurfacing program be imple-
mented. He added all road work
should be completed by Oct. 1 of
the year in which it's begun.

In other information pertain-
ing to streets, Kohart said,
"They started scratching up
Milan Avenue today."

Milan from North Lake Street
to the railroad tracks is to be
scraped and repaved.

•Meanwhile, council approved
a resolution to cooperate with
Lorain County in resurfacing a
portion of North Ridge Road and
Milan Avenue.

UNDER THE plan, Lorain
County will pay for engineering
fees-for the job. The city will
pay for the resurfacing of the

northern half of North Ridge
Road/Milan Avenue from the
city limits eastward to Quarry
Road and all of Milan from
Quarry to the railroad tracks.
The estimated cost is $50,000.

Gary picks Camera
to lead campaign

LORAIN — Former Ohio
state representative J. Leonard
Camera has been appointed
chairman of Democrat Robert
Gary's campaign for Lorain
County prosecutor, Gary
announced Monday.

Gary, a Lorain attorney,
defeated Dennis Kuzela in the
May 8 Democratic primary,"
election. He will face Repububli-"
can incumbent Gregory White in •
the November general election. •

Gary said he was proud to.
have a man of Camera's expend"
ence and accomplishment as his""
chairman.

Camera said he took the post
because Gary is "an experienced
prosecutor' and unafraid of the'
challenge no matter how tough I
the opposition." • -

Sand really blows i

Sand blown across the ocean
from the ; Sahara sometimes-'

sunset! g^ "nt l° FIorida


